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Worship With Us! 
 

Sunday Online Zoom Worship - 9:30am 
 

Please call ahead to make reservations. 
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         Give thanks to    

The Lord 
And proclaim his 

Greatness. 
Let the whole world 

Know what he has done. 
                     1 Chronicles 16:8 
 
 

Give Thanks 
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Dear SSM Community, 

A favorite autumn book is called The Fall of Freddie the Leaf.  Itôs a book for kids and peo-
ple of all ageséOn a cold and blustery day like this past week, Freddie watches his leaf-
friends fall to the ground. Freddie begins to realize that he too will fall. That he too will die. 
And he asks: ñWhy were we here at all if we only have to fall and die?ò That is the spiritual 
question for all of us. Whether in remembering those who have gone before. Or when facing 
our own future. 
 
Freddieôs leaf-friend Daniel has an answer: ñItôs been about the sun and the moon. Itôs been 
about happy times together. Itôs been about the shade and the old people and children. Itôs 
been about colors in the Fall. Itôs been about seasons. Isnôt that enough?ò 
 
We give thanks for the lives of those whom we have loved and commended to Godôs eternal 
love and care.  Traditionally, in the Church on All Saints Day, we rejoice in all the saints: 
those who have died and now rest in Christ, those who live now, and those yet to come.    
 
While we may celebrate the lives of past saints of the church, there are also many people 
whom we know ourselves who could be considered saints.  Today and every day is a day 
when we can reflect and give thanks for deceased persons who have been influential in our 
lives through spiritual formation and growth.    
  
While the church has many saints, I would argue that many of you have saints in your lives 
both living and deceased. There are many people who have influenced our lives, and we as 
individuals have also influenced many lives along the way.  Considering that we are all 
saints let us continue to lead lives worthy of imitation, loving our neighbors as ourselves. 
 
An old verse from a Methodist Hymnal speaks well of saints, and I think it rings true for our 
lives.  It reads:  
 
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.  
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesusô will. 
You can meet them in school, on the street, in the store, 
In church, by the sea, in the house next door;  
They are saints of God, whether rich or poor, and I wish to be one too.ò   
 
And so, this day and everyday let us celebrate ñthe saintsò who have made a difference in 
our lives, and live by their examples. 
 
We will remember All Saints Day during our worship on Sunday, November 1 at our 
9:30am Zoom worship.  For worship we invite you to have nearby the candle that you re-
ceived during the Giving Parade or find a candle of your own at home.  We light a candle as 
a way to celebrate and remember the saints who have completed their baptismal journey. 
 
Grace and Peace,  
Pastor Brian 
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Mark 10:45, ñFor the Son of Humanity came not to be served but to serve and to give his life as 
a ransom for many.ò 
I Peter 4:10, ñLife good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatev-
er gift each of you has received.ò 
 
These are hard words to live up to.  Every fiber of our American DNA and rearing rebels 
against these words of Jesus because not only does his teaching swim against our national 
DNA, but his teaching swims against our biological DNA for self-preservation, self-
centeredness and self-protection fit like a glove. 
 
These pandemic days have shown us rebellion against the idea that they ñmustò wear a mask.  
They have filed suit against who tried to require it.  Our own governorôs order came before the 
court as ñunlawfulò yet our legislature has failed to act because it is politically disadvantageous.  
The argument that ñit is my life and my risk and my life, my riskò has continued - personal 
rights over the common good, and this is not the first time in our history that this has happened.  
Servanthood opposes such an argument.  A servant may look and say, ñmy mask may save 
someone else.ò 
 
At St. Stephen our pastoral and lay leadership alike have striven to take the servant role in the 
matters and consequences of these times.  They have taken the road safest for those in our fel-
lowship and ultimately those who surround us in our lives.  They have sought to emphasize the 
importance of masks around us when we are together.  They have, perhaps I should say we 
have, sought to care for the physical needs of those around us with food, and contact, and care 
in whatever ways have been possible.  These are the ways of servanthood as disciples of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
We are to be commended for the approach to this pandemic and needs and consequences of the 
lives in and around our body.  That has come to be a defining characteristic of the body of 
Christ at St. Stephen the Martyr.  Well done servants of the Lord.   
 
Christ is calling us to continue.  Continue to serve with whatever means with which we have 
been blessed.  Many have served with teaching, with service to our food ministry, with service 
to our worship ministry, with quilts for Lutheran World Relief and Lutheran Social Services, 
with service to the needs of those are around who need a kind word, with tithes and offerings 
that enable us to continue to work in the kingdom of God. 
 
Weôre asking for your service in giving.  Take the time to evaluate what blessings God has giv-
en, and return your thanks in the Estimate of Giving card and the contributions that have been 
so generously given.  Iôve been grateful for Give + which has made it easy for me to keep up 
our family giving. 
 
Thank you for your continued service to others. 
Rev. Dr. Kipp W. Zimmermann 
Stewardship Committee 
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MUSIC NOTES FROM TABITHA MOLDENHAUER  
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC  

MUSIC & WORSHIP  
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Gracious God, you send from your abundance the people, talents, and 

resources needed for all the ministries of your church. We give 

thanks for the work you have accomplished through your people, and 

we pray for your continued blessings in our ministry together. (From 

Sundays and Seasons, Year A prayer for the day  of Thanksgiving) 

In a normal year, the calendar would be full of events and extra ser-

vices by now. This year, of course, is different. But, we are still the 

church in prayer, in song, and in action. We give thanks to God for 

all the people at SSM who have used talents, time, and resources to 

quickly pivot to meet the needs of neighbors in the faith community this difficult and 

unpredictable year. 

Information regarding Advent and Christmas services, both online and in person, will 

be communicated to you as it becomes available. 

On November 1st, we will commemorate All Saints Day during our online worship ser-
vice. Unfortunately, we are unable to have a candle lighting in the church building this 
year in memory of the saints who have come before us. However, we hope to have an in
-person lighting of candles early next year. 

 

We will not be having a Thanksgiving Eve service this year. We encourage you to use 
that time to reflect on and praise God for the things for which you are grateful. 
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WOMENõS MISSION/WELCA 

3RD ANNUAL QUILT RAFFLE 

Hereôs a sneak peak a t this yearôs quilt raffle, once again there are two quilts. Christ-

mas Patchworks (65 X 65) and Woodland Celebration (57 X 54).  All cotton fabrics, 

machine wash and dry. Looking for a good home to share a bit of whimsey, family 

time, and love. Tickets are $1.00 each, or 6 for $5.00. Please contact Betty Kroll at 

414-943-2766 for tickets. 


