Worship for Sunday, November 29, 2020 - First Sunday of Advent
St. Stephen the Martyr Lutheran Church
Greendale, WI www.ssmelca.org
Introduction to the day
Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has become familiar to us in the Advent
prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip the heavens open. Both cry out for an apparently distant, angry God to show
up, to save, to restore. When we hear Jesus describing the coming of the Son of Man with stars falling from
heaven, it can sound dire and horrible, not like anything we would ever hope for. But when we really look at
the suffering of people God loves, we can share the hope that God would tear open the heavens and come.

WELCOME
PRELUDE - Wachet Auf by J. S. Bach
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
L:
Today we light the first candle of the Advent wreath. This is the candle of HOPE. With
Christians around the world, we use this light to help us prepare our hearts and minds for
the coming of God’s Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. May we receive God’s light as we
hear the words of the prophet Isaiah:
“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness - on them light has shined.” - Isaiah 9:2
Let us pray:
C:
Lord as we look to the birth of Jesus, grant that the light of your love for us will help
us to become lights in the lives of those around us. Prepare our hearts for the joy
and gladness of your coming, for Jesus is our hope. Amen.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P:
Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
whose forgiveness is sure
and whose steadfast love endures forever.
C:
Amen
P:
Together let us honestly and humbly confess
that we have not lived as God desires.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P:
Loving and forgiving God,
C:
we confess that we are held captives by sin.
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray.
We have not welcomed the stranger:

we have not loved our neighbor:
we have not been Christ to one another.
Restore us, O God.
Wake us up and turn us from our sin.
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen.
People of God, hear this glad news:
by God’s endless grace
your sins are forgiven, and you are freefree from all that holds you back
and free to live in the peaceable realm of God.
May you be strengthened in God’s love,
☩ comforted by Christ’s peace,
and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P:

C:

GREETING
P:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C:
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
C:
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us
to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of
your new day, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
READING: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
As the Christians in Corinth await the advent of Jesus, Paul reminds them how the Lord has
already enriched them through spiritual gifts and will continue to strengthen them until the
coming day of the Lord.
3
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you
in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of
every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—7so that you are
not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will
also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
9
God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
L:
The word of the Lord.
C:
Thanks be to God.
4

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Mark 13:24-37
P:
The holy gospel according to Mark.
C:
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns in power and glory to
end all suffering.
[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering,
the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light,
25
and the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
26
Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27Then he
will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to
the ends of heaven.
28
“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its
leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you
know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until
all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass
away.
32
“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but
only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a
man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work,
and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not
know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or
at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say
to all: Keep awake.”
L:
The gospel of the Lord.
C:
Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE “Holy Waiting”

Rev. Brian Hooper

HYMN OF THE DAY - “Creator of the Stars of Night”

APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
L:
God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this weary world.
Hear our prayers for everyone in need.
A brief silence.
L:

On this first Sunday of the church year, let us pray that God comes quickly to this weary
world; we respond to each petition with words from today’s psalm, “Hear our Prayer.”
C:
Hear our prayer.
L:
Immortal, invisible God only wise, we pray for the church, both our congregation and
assemblies around the globe. Give us your life. Show us your presence. Grant us your
wisdom. Shepherd for another year of grace for all who minister in the church. Lord in
your mercy,
C:
Hear our prayer.
L:
God of creation, protect the animals, whether wild or farmed or tame. Restore devastated
habitats and polluted waters. Walm the storms that devastate the coasts. Renew the face
of the earth and our relationship to it. Lord in your mercy,
C:
Hear our prayer.
L:
Mighty Fortress, protect all people who are poor or oppressed. Grant that the leaders of
nations respond with justice and relief to those who suffer. We pray especially for the
people of Honduras. Bless all elected officials as they assume new leadership roles. Lord
in your mercy,
C:
Hear our prayer.
L:
Beautiful Savior, abide with us during December. Give your beauty to our holiday
preparations in this challenging season and your grace to the many who have little to
celebrate this year. Lord in your mercy,
C:
Hear our prayer.
L:
Mothering God, visit with your power any who are homeless or unemployed, and all who
are hungry. Protect children from all manner of abuse. Comfort those who live with
chronic pain, anxieties, and addictions. We pray especially for … Shape us to become
your arms of mercy. Lord in your mercy,
C:
Hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
L:

C:
P:
C:

We give thanks for the lives and witness of those who died while waiting for justice,
peace, or Healer of our every ill, save all peoples from the coronavirus. Sustain medical
workers, and provide for hospitals and clinics. Heal the sick, accompany the dying, and
comfort the mourners. Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Eternal Creator, strong to save, receive our prayers for the sake of your Son Jesus, who
came, who comes, and who will come, to bring us life.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P:
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C:
And also with you.

OFFERTORY (Thanks for sharing your gifts. Offering envelopes can still be mailed to the
church, you can use the GIVE + app found on the resource tab at ssmelca.org or you may wish
to sign up for Simply Giving to have your offering scheduled on an automatic basis.)
OFFERING PRAYER
P:
Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season. Bless
all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing.
C:
Amen.
CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION
LORD’S PRAYER
C:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
P:
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting,
the long-expected Savior fill you with love,
the unexpected Spirit guide your journey,
☩ now and forever.
C:
Amen.
DISMISSAL
P:
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
C:
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE - Watchman, Tell Us of the Night by Healey Willan
From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

KEEP THESE SSM MEMBERS IN PRAYER
Melissa Cooper, Joyce Gagliano, Greg Guiliani, Sue Herman, Sue Jarchow, Lynda Johnson,
Ken & Carolyn Kahl, Vic & Sandy Peterson, Teri Peterson, Patrick Rafalski, John Rech,
Joan Retzlaff, Dean Rockstad, Rob Rutzen, Richard Sontvedt, John Winter.
PRAY FOR OUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY
Roberta Henrichs, sister-in -law of
Dawn Salopek, sister of Karen Miller
Joan Retzlaff
Janet Heino, great aunt of Stephanie Falksen
Laurence Freemont, friend of SSM
Tinsley Marie, great granddaughter of Sue
Katie Stull, granddaughter of Phil &
Herman
LaVerne Morgan
Cameo Abifarin, friend of Julie Herman
Jane Janicki, sister of the Winter Family
Cathy & Mark Kossow, friends of Lynda
Jerelie Caston, daughter of Joan Retzlaff
Johnson
Nancy & Mike Andritsch, sister/brother in law
Tippecanoe’s “Larry under the bridge”, friend
of Barbara & Dan Davies
of the Homeless
Josh Knapp, friend of Amy Billman
Katie Manzeck, friend of Carol Manning
Linda Radike, friend of Julie Herman
Susan White, sister of Sally Kowalewski
Karen Stolz, neighbor of Julie Herman
Jon Kowalewski, husband of Susan
Roger & Kathy Blanchard, cousin of Bob
Kowalewski
Lieske
Lauryn Ramintho, great-granddaughter of
Billy Waters, husband of Darlene Waters &
Karen Miller
Stepdad of Lori Salas
Lucy Copeland, granddaughter of Dianne
Daniel Kilimann, son of Joy Kilimann
Niese
Carson Wudtke, grandson of Dan & Barb
Liane Guthrie, daughter of Dianne Niese
Davies
Leroy Robinson, father of Linda Schmidt
Sharon West, friend of Lynda Johnson
Maria Hill, friend of Lynda Johnson
Ted P., brother-in-law of Gail Jakus
Ann Scorzynski, friend of LaVerne Morgan
Jay Lessing, friend of LaVerne Morgan
Kristin White, daughter of Sue Herman
Jeanne Jimenez, daughter of Shirley Rau
Laura Sussman, mother of Kimberly Carroll
Cindy Molter, mother of Fred Ankebrant
Louie Baumgartner, son-in-law of Bob Lieske
Mark Molter, uncle of Fred Ankebrant
Richard Kurcharski, father of Jenny
Ashton Miller, nephew of Jenny & Kurt Koeff
Resterhouse
Terry Betchner, friend of Dianne Niese
Sharon Maschke, sister in law of Pam Maschke
Beth Klosinski, daughter of Linda Schmidt
Finn Morgan, great-grandson of Shirley & Bob
Tom Ervin, former father-in-law of Shelly
Lieske
Rosenstock
Tim Ingram, grandson of Carole & Ron Ropel
The Lynn Gillen Family, granddaughter to Fred &
Denise Hajos, friend of Kelly Sachse
Carol Mueller

