Worship Plan for Sunday, November 22, 2020 - Christ the King
St. Stephen the Martyr Lutheran Church
Greendale, WI www.ssmelca.org
Introduction to the day
On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment. In the end, the
faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to those who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or
estranged. In the first reading God is the shepherd who seeks the lost, weak, and injured and feeds them
with justice. We gather this day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet we await
the consummation of all things yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that
his reign may be known in our loving words and deeds.

PRELUDE - "Crown Him with Many Crowns" arr. Michael Burkhardt
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P:
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved.
C:
Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P:
Holy One,
C:
we confess that we are not awake for you
we are not faithful in using your gifts.
We forget the least of your siblings.
We do not see your beautiful image in one another.
We are infected by sin
that divides your beloved community.
Open our hearts to your community,
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor,
open our hands to serve your creation. Amen.
P:
Beloved, we are God’s children,
and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the doors to us.
Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven,
by Jesus you are welcome,
in Jesus you are called to rejoice!
Let us live in the promises prepared for us
from the foundation of the world.
C:
Amen.

GREETING
P:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C:
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
C:
O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we
inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the
strength to serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
(Reader: Diane Moraza)
Because Israel’s kings proved to be bad shepherds, Ezekiel declares that the LORD will assume
the role of shepherd in Israel. The LORD will also set over them a shepherd-messiah, “my servant
David,” who will feed and care for the people.
Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 12As
shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my
sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds
and thick darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries,
and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the
watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and
the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing
land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the
shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost,
and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak,
but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.
20
Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and
the lean sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals
with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, 22I will save my flock, and they shall no
longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep.
23
I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall
feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David
shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken.
L:
The word of the Lord.
C:
Thanks be to God.
11

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31-46
P:
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
C:
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how he is treated: what is
done for the least of those who belong to his family is truly done for him.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with
him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and
he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and
he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at
his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave
me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37Then the
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or
thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and
welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in
prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to
one of the least of these who are members of my family you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to
those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the
devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me
nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me
clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when
was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not
take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of
the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but
the righteous into eternal life.”
P:
The gospel of the Lord.
C:
Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE - “I Just Wanna Be a Sheep” Rev. Brian Hooper
HYMN OF THE DAY - “Crown Him with Many Crowns”

APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
L:
On this the last Sunday of the church year, let us pray to see God’s reign in the church, in
the world, and with all in need, responding to each petition with the words “In mercy,
receive our prayers.”
A brief silence.
L:

C:
L:

C:
L:

C:
L:

C:

Great God, we praise you for sustaining the church through another year of grace.
Continue to shepherd your people with your tender care. Sustain the social ministries of
the body of Christ, and increase ecumenical sharing of opportunities for ministry. You
are the great and holy God:
In mercy, receive our prayers.
Sustain the world that you have made, the heights of the hills, the seas and the dry land.
Guard the animals during the winter months, and direct our use of creation to provide for
the needs of all. Be a source of strength and refuge for all weathering severe storms. You
are the great and renewing God:
In mercy, receive our prayers.
Bring peace to every place where conflict rages, that your reign may be honored
throughout the world. Be with the people of Armenia, Ethiopia, and Hong Kong. Bless
the work of the United Nations and of agencies that promote the wellbeing of all peoples.
You are the great and peacemaking God:
In mercy, receive our prayers.
Bring a peaceful conclusion to the American national elections. Bless all the newly
elected officials with a love of concord and a desire for justice. Turn us away from
historic prejudices, and show us your image in each of our neighbors. You are the great
and reconciling God:
In mercy, receive our prayers.

L:

Visit American homes on Thanksgiving Day. When we are separated from loved ones,
embrace us with your care. Keep gatherings safe. Even in our reduced celebrations, give
us voices to offer thanks to you for your perpetual blessings. You are the great and
generous God:
C:
In mercy, receive our prayers.
L:
We beg you to end the earth’s pandemic. Bring healing to the millions who are suffering
from the coronavirus - any who are sick, dying, despairing, isolated, unemployed, and all
exhausted medical workers. Guide researchers in developing a vaccine. You are the great
and healing God:
C:
In mercy, receive our prayers.
L:
Show your loving power to all who are in need.
Equip us to feed the hungry,
to provide clean water for the thirsty,
to welcome the stranger,
to clothe the naked,
to care for the sick,
to visit the prisoners,
We pray especially for…You are the great and gracious God:
C:
In mercy, receive our prayers.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
P:
C:

We praise you for all the saints who have died in the faith. Receive our prayers, O triune
God: Father of glory, Lord Jesus Christ, and Spirit of wisdom, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
C:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
P:
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C:
And also with you.

OFFERTORY (Thanks for sharing your gifts. Offering envelopes can still be mailed to the
church, you can use the GIVE + app found on the resource tab at ssmelca.org or you may wish
to sign up for Simply Giving to have your offering scheduled on an automatic basis.)
OFFERING PRAYER
P:
God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and
shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts
from your abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your
every self and care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and
Servant.
C:
Amen.
BLESSING
P:
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
C:
Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL
P:
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
C:
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE - "Now Thank We All Our God" arr. Sigfrid Karg-Elert
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KEEP THESE SSM MEMBERS IN PRAYER
Melissa Cooper, Joyce Gagliano, Greg Guiliani, Sue Herman, Sue Jarchow, Lynda Johnson,
Ken & Carolyn Kahl, Vic & Sandy Peterson, Teri Peterson, Patrick Rafalski, John Rech,
Joan Retzlaff, Dean Rockstad, Rob Rutzen, Richard Sontvedt, John Winter.
PRAY FOR OUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY
Roberta Henrichs, sister-in -law of
Dawn Salopek, sister of Karen Miller
Joan Retzlaff
Janet Heino, great aunt of Stephanie Falksen
Laurence Freemont, friend of SSM
Tinsley Marie, great granddaughter of Sue
Katie Stull, granddaughter of Phil &
Herman
LaVerne Morgan
Cameo Abifarin, friend of Julie Herman
Jane Janicki, sister of the Winter Family
Cathy & Mark Kossow, friends of Lynda
Jerelie Caston, daughter of Joan Retzlaff
Johnson
Nancy & Mike Andritsch, sister/brother in law
Tippecanoe’s “Larry under the bridge”, friend
of Barbara & Dan Davies
of the Homeless
Josh Knapp, friend of Amy Billman
Katie Manzeck, friend of Carol Manning
Linda Radike, friend of Julie Herman
Susan White, sister of Sally Kowalewski
Karen Stolz, neighbor of Julie Herman
Jon Kowalewski, husband of Susan
Roger & Kathy Blanchard, cousin of Bob
Kowalewski
Lieske
Lauryn Ramintho, great-granddaughter of
Billy Waters, husband of Darlene Waters &
Karen Miller
Stepdad of Lori Salas
Lucy Copeland, granddaughter of Dianne
Daniel Kilimann, son of Joy Kilimann
Niese
Carson Wudtke, grandson of Dan & Barb
Liane Guthrie, daughter of Dianne Niese
Davies
Leroy Robinson, father of Linda Schmidt
Sharon West, friend of Lynda Johnson
Maria Hill, friend of Lynda Johnson
Ted P., brother-in-law of Gail Jakus
Ann Scorzynski, friend of LaVerne Morgan
Jay Lessing, friend of LaVerne Morgan
Kristin White, daughter of Sue Herman
Jeanne Jimenez, daughter of Shirley Rau
Laura Sussman, mother of Kimberly Carroll
Cindy Molter, mother of Fred Ankebrant
Louie Baumgartner, son-in-law of Bob Lieske
Mark Molter, uncle of Fred Ankebrant
Richard Kurcharski, father of Jenny
Ashton Miller, nephew of Jenny & Kurt Koeff
Resterhouse
Terry Betchner, friend of Dianne Niese
Sharon Maschke, sister in law of Pam Maschke
Beth Klosinski, daughter of Linda Schmidt
Finn Morgan, great-grandson of Shirley & Bob
Tom Ervin, former father-in-law of Shelly
Lieske
Rosenstock
Tim Ingram, grandson of Carole & Ron Ropel
The Lynn Gillen Family, granddaughter to Fred &
Carol Mueller

