Worship for Sunday, September 20, 2020 - 16th Sunday after Pentecost
St. Stephen the Martyr Lutheran Church
Greendale, WI www.ssmelca.org
Introduction to the day
Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the reign of God is like that of a
landowner who pays his workers the same wage no matter what time of day they began to work. When God changes
God’s mind about punishing Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and merciful,
abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the grace of God that is freely given to all. As Martin Luther
wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars.

PRELUDE - Benedictus by F. Couperin
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P:
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.
C:
Amen
P:
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P:
Faithful God,
C:
have mercy on us.
We confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We turn from your loving embrace
and go our own ways.
We pass judgment on one another
before examining ourselves.
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors.
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions,
and turn us again to life in you
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
P:
God hears the cries of all who call out in need,
and through his death and resurrection,
Christ has made us his own.
Hear the truth that God proclaims:
Your sins are forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ.
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness
to do God’s work in the world.
C:
Amen.

GREETING
P:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C:
And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE - “Holy God” Trisagion

PRAYER OF THE DAY
C:
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because
we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to
embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
FIRST READING: Jonah 3:10--4:11
After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented, and God decided to spare the city. Jonah
objected to this and became even more angry when God ordered a worm to destroy a plant that was
providing shade. The book ends with a question that challenges any who are not ready to forgive: You,
Jonah, are all worked up about a bush, but shouldn’t I be concerned about a hundred and twenty
thousand Ninevites?
10
When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed
his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.
4:1
But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the LORD and said,
“O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the
beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast
love, and ready to relent from punishing. 3And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better
for me to die than to live.” 4And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5Then Jonah went out of
the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade,
waiting to see what would become of the city.
6
The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to
save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7But when dawn came up the next
day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8When the sun rose, God prepared
a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he
might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”
9
But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry
enough to die.” 10Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and

which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11And should I not be
concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand
persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many animals?”
L:
The word of the Lord.
C:
Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING: Philippians 1:21-30
Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome of his
imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls on the Philippians to live lives that
reflect and enhance the gospel mission.
21
For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me;
and I do not know which I prefer. 23I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with
Christ, for that is far better; 24but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25Since I am convinced
of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26so that I
may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again.
27
Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you
or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side
with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 28and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them
this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29For he has graciously
granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well—30since you are
having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.
L:
The word of the Lord.
C:
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16
P:
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
C:
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that God rewards
people according to what they have earned or deserve.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he
sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the
marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’

So they went. 5When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about
five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing
here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into
the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and
give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 9When those hired about five
o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they thought they
would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they received it,
they grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of
them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what
belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do
what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be
first, and the first will be last.”
P:
The gospel of the Lord.
C:
Praise to you, O Christ.
MESSAGE - Rev. Brian Hooper
HYMN OF THE DAY - “Will You Let Me Be Your Servant”

APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
L:
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need,
responding to each petition with the words “hear our prayer.”
A brief silence.
L:
O God, you make the last first, and the first last. Give resources and courage to the churches
around the globe that have few resources. When ministry in this time is so difficult, inspire
bishops, pastors, deacons, and congregational leaders in their service. Lord, in your mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
L:
Continue your care for your whole creation: sun and wind, bushes and worms, cities and farms,
and all your many animals. Make us into extensions of your care. Preserve the food sources of the
world’s endangered wildlife. Lord, in your mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
L:
To places of conflict and violence, bring peace, especially to the cities of our nation. Bless the
work of negotiators, peacekeepers, and development workers. Preserve protesters, and guide
police. Enlighten our nation, the nation’s we call friends, and the nations that are deemed our
enemies. Keep our election season from dishonesty. Lord, in your mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
L:
Give your blessing to the Jewish people at this time of their new year. Bring an end to antiSemitism around the globe and strengthen peace efforts in the Middle East. Lord, in your mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
L:
To all who are suffering, show your mercy. We pray for firefighters, for communities
devastated by fire, for all who suffer racial injustice, for migrants who seek safety, for all who are
imprisoned, for victims of crime, for the unemployed, for students and faculty during the
pandemic, for medical workers, for all who are hungry: O God, the list of the needy is so long…
Lord, in your mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
L:
Give health and wholeness to all who are sick, to all who are suffering from the coronavirus, and
to those we name before you here…Lord, in your mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

L:

C:
P:
C:

You show mercy beyond our expectations, far beyond our deserving. We praise you for all the
saints, especially this week for the apostle Matthew and for the gift of his gospel that speaks to us
on your goodness. Give us grace to live for Christ, until we join with all the faithful in your eternal
life. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy, through Christ
our Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
C:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
SHARING THE PEACE
P:
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C:
And also with you.
OFFERTORY (Thanks for sharing your gifts. Offering envelopes can still be mailed to the church, you
can use the GIVE + app found on the resource tab at ssmelca.org or you may wish to sign up for Simply
Giving to have your offering scheduled on an automatic basis.)
OFFERING PRAYER
L:
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us
with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C:
Amen.
BLESSING
P:
Mothering God,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.
C:
Amen
ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL
P:
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
C:
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE - Sortie by C. Franck
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KEEP THESE SSM MEMBERS IN PRAYER
Joyce Gagliano, Sue Herman, Sue Jarchow, Lynda Johnson, Ken & Carolyn Kahl, Vic & Sandy Peterson,
Teri Peterson, Patrick Rafalski, John Rech, Joan Retzlaff, Rob Rutzen, Karl Simley, John Winter.
PRAY FOR OUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY
Roberta Henrichs, sister-in -law of
Dawn Salopek, sister of Karen Miller
Joan Retzlaff
Janet Heino, great aunt of Stephanie Falksen
Laurence Freemont, friend of SSM
Tinsley Marie, great granddaughter of Sue
Katie Stull, granddaughter of Phil &
Herman
LaVerne Morgan
Cameo Abifarin, friend of Julie Herman
Jane Janicki, sister of the Winter Family
Cathy & Mark Kossow, friends of Lynda
Jerelie Caston, daughter of Joan Retzlaff
Johnson
Nancy & Mike Andritsch, sister/brother in law
Tippecanoe’s “Larry under the bridge”, friend
of Barbara & Dan Davies
of the Homeless
Josh Knapp, friend of Amy Billman
Katie Manzeck, friend of Carol Manning
Linda Radike, friend of Julie Herman
Susan White, sister of Sally Kowalewski
Karen Stolz, neighbor of Julie Herman
Jon Kowalewski, husband of Susan
Roger & Kathy Blanchard, cousin of Bob
Kowalewski
Lieske
Lauryn Ramintho, great-granddaughter of
Billy Waters, husband of Darlene Waters &
Karen Miller
Stepdad of Lori Salas
Lucy Copeland, granddaughter of Dianne
Mike Derrick, nephew of Ron & Carole Ropel
Niese
Daniel Kilimann, son of Joy Kilimann
Liane Guthrie, daughter of Dianne Niese
Carson Wudtke, grandson of Dan & Barb
Leroy Robinson, father of Linda Schmidt
Davies
Maria Hill, friend of Lynda Johnson
Sharon West, friend of Lynda Johnson
Steve, son of Louise Becker
Ted P., brother-in-law of Gail Jakus
Ann Scorzynski, friend of LaVerne Morgan
Jay Lessing, friend of LaVerne Morgan
Kristin White, daughter of Sue Herman
Jeanne Jimenez, daughter of Shirley Rau
Laura Sussman, mother of Kimberly Carroll
Cindy Molter, mother of Fred Ankebrant
Diane Schauer, friend of Carol Manning
Mark Molter, uncle of Fred Ankebrant
Louie Baumgartner, son-in-law of Bob Lieske
Ashton Miller, nephew of Jenny & Kurt Koeff
Richard Kurcharski, father of Jenny
Terry Betchner, friend of Dianne Niese
Resterhouse
Beth Klosinski, daughter of Linda Schmidt
Robert Goist, friend of Denise Sanders
Tom Ervin, former father-in-law of Shelly
Sharon Maschke, sister in law of Pam Maschke
Rosenstock
Finn Morgan, great-grandson of Shirley & Bob
The Lynn Gillen Family, granddaughter to Fred &
Lieske
Carol Mueller

