Worship for Sunday, July 5, 2020 - 5th Sunday after Pentecost
St. Stephen the Martyr Lutheran Church
Greendale, WI www.ssmelca.org
Introduction to the day
The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. Jesus associates with
those often excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, we struggle with our own selfish desires
and seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather to be refreshed by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me,
all you that are weary.” Gathered around word, water, and meal, we find rest for our souls.
PRELUDE - “Abide with Me” Cello: Kipp Zimmermann
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins,
God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE - “Come and Fill Our Hearts”(sing twice)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
God of glory and love, peace comes from you alone. Send us as peacemakers and witnesses to your
kingdom, and fill our hearts with joy in your promises of salvation; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Amen
FIRST READING: Zechariah 9:9-12 (Read by Bob DeFrank)
The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. Because of God’s
covenant with Israel, the people are designated as “prisoners of hope.”
9
Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
Lo, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
10
He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war-horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.
As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
12
Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today I declare that I will restore to you double.
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
11

SECOND READING: Romans 7:15-25a (Read by Bob DeFrank)
Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do things we
know to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence.
15
I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16Now
if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that
dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what
is right, but I cannot do it. 19For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do.
20
Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me.
21
So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22For I delight in
the law of God in my inmost self, 23but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my
mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who
will rescue me from this body of death? 25aThanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He thanks God
that wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer.
[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16“To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in
the marketplaces and calling to one another,
17
‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
18
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19the Son of Man came
eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and
sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”
25
At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden
these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26yes, Father, for such
was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the
Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son
chooses to reveal him.
28
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29Take
my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
MESSAGE – “YOKED”

Pastor Brian

HYMN OF THE DAY - “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”

APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
We pray for the church around the globe. Where Christians are assembling for worship, protect them
from viral infection. Where Christians are worshiping with print and screen, grant them steadfastness in
your word. Strengthen those believers who doubt your goodness. Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer
We pray for the well-being of creation. Grant renewal to the air, the waters, and the lands. Save the
animals whose natural habitat is threatened by climate change or human carelessness, and direct us
toward sustainable living. We pray for those in the Dioceses of Meru as they recover from recent
flooding. Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer
We pray for the nations. Keep the world from war. Pave the way for just elections. Guide our national
and state governments in finding ways to redress the wrongs of racism and to ensure equality for
all. Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer
We pray for those who are sick and suffering. Console the fearful, feed the hungry, house the homeless,
shelter the run-aways. Heal the many who are newly afflicted with the coronavirus, and guide
researchers in discovering a vaccine. Visit the sick whom we name
here:
Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer
We pray for infants and young children, that they be carefully tended. We pray for teens, that they keep
patience throughout the contagion. We pray for school boards, that they find solutions for the fall
semester. We pray for the unemployed, that they find jobs. We pray for medical workers, that they
remain healthy. We pray for the aged, especially those in care facilities, that they find companionship in
your presence. Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer
Show us that the yoke of faith is easy; may we find our rest in you. Hear now our spoken prayers and the
prayers we pray silently in our homes…Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer
Receive these prayers, O God, for the sake of him who bore the heavy yoke for us, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
SHARING OF PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERTORY (Thanks for sharing your gifts. Offering envelopes can still be mailed to the church, you
can use the GIVE + app found on the resource tab at ssmelca.org or you may wish to sign up for Simply
Giving to have your offering scheduled on an automatic basis.)
OFFERTORY PRAYER
O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With
them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you
have made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
POSTLUDE - "Mine Eyes have Seen the Glory" by Stephanie Falksen & Dan Rodenkirch
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