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PASTOR’S PAGE...

Dear Friends in Christ,
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

The birth of a child is a happy event. It seems quite a while ago since
Norah and Ben were born, but I definitely recognize that the birth of a
child changes us. We all know that a birth is only the beginning. Little
babies have a way of getting our attention. They can totally change our lives-midnight
feedings, cries that demand our attention, diaper changes, and those cute little smiles that
make us want to pick them up and hug them! We soon learn to rethink how we spend our
time. Even when the baby gets older, he/she demands much of us. Bringing a newborn
child into our homes changes us forever.

We just celebrated the birth of our Savior. Christmas offers so much-hope, peace, joy and
love. But we might feel shortchanged. We did the baking, we did the shopplng, we sang
the carols, but the change did not come. We may even feel less joyful after all is said and
done. Parents of'a newborn might feel the same way at times...more exhausted than excit-
ed. But parents learn to think in terms of an ongoing relationship. So too, we Christians
must learn to think in terms of an ongoing relationship.

If Christ’s birth is to bring us any lasting hope, peace, joy, or love, then we must engage
ourselves in a deeper relationship with the Christ child. God did not send us an answer to a
test question. God sent us a child. A child always demands our attention. How are you pay-
ing attention to Christ in the New Year?

Paying close attention to our relationship with Christ sounds like work. And it is. But rela-
tionships are a lot of work. Only when we invest in them do we get anything out of them.
For us to experience God’s hope, peace, joy and love, we need to invest time in the rela-
tionship. Where do you want to spend time with Christ this New Year? Don’t be stingy
with your time. The more you give, the more you get.

May the peace of the Christ Child fill your heart.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Brian

P.S. Thanks for all your Christmas greetings, cards and gifts.
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STEWARDSHIP....

Because of God’s

Great M
rear ey Happy New Year!

Happy New Year! God is good! Every December as we close out our stew-
ardship drive I am reminded of just how blessed we are at St. Stephen the
Martyr. I am overwhelmed with the generosity of our congregation as we
continue to grow and support our many ministries both in our community as
well as around the world. I’'m also reminded that Stewardship is not just about
supporting our congregation from a financial standpoint but also through our
words and actions. How do we use our time and talents, our gifts from God
to make the world a better place? January is a time for making resolutions. As
we begin the New Year perhaps we can use this time to reflect on how we can
become more involved in our faith community. We have many wonderful
ministries at SSM that are always looking for more support. I encourage you
to come join us at one of our Mega Meetings on the first Tuesday of every
month. This is a great opportunity to learn more about all of our ministries
here at SSM. Maybe you’ll even make a new friend!

Thank you for your continuing support of our congregation’s stewardship
ministries.

Pat Burns and your Stewardship team
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MUSIC NOTES FROM BILL BRAVENER
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC/DEACON

The Choir Epiphany Party is Wednesday, January 3rd, at 6:30 p.m.
Families are welcome.

Choir rehearsals resume Wednesday, January 10th with Handbell
Choir at 5:30 and Senior Choir at 7:00.

New members are always welcome.

Happy New Year! See you at worship.

MUSIC & WORSHIP

In January, we continue to look toward a new beginning, following the celebra-
tion of the birth of Christ just days ago. Our church colors remain white for pu-
rity and light as we remember the Magi following the star to Bethlehem
(Epiphany). The following weekend, we will commemorate Jesus' baptism by
John the Baptist. The church colors will change to green, a symbol of our growth
in Christ, during the time after Epiphany.

As we begin the new calendar year, we will change the order of worship slightly
to begin with the pastor’s welcome, followed by the prelude music. We hope this
will allow time for quiet refection and preparation for worship.

And a note of housekeeping: We are blessed that those attending our worship

services feel at home comfortable in our sanctuary. We only ask that we all clean
up after ourselves when leaving the worship space.

PAGE 3



WOMEN’S MINISTRIES AT SSM

PIECE MAKERS QUILTING GROUP
This SSM Quilters resume monthly gatherings on Monday, January 15, 2018, at 6:15
p.m. and every third Monday of the month through September 2018. Even if you are
not an experienced sewer, there are things to do that require no sewing at all. Come
and join us...we need your participation, men, youth and women alike. For additional
information, call Betty Kroll 414-421-1802 or Marge Muroni at 414-423-1361. This
year’s Quilting Bee will be held on July 16, 2018. Mark your calendar now!

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY
January 10, 2018 is the first Bible Study of the New Year. Starting time is 10:15 a.m.
on the second and fourth Wednesday of each month. We will begin a three-session
study of the Apostle’s Creed. If you would like to have a copy of first month’s study
materials to read ahead of time, ask Carol Birk for a copy. Come join us as we study
God’s word. Bring a friend!

LOOSE ENDS LUNCHEON
We will resume our “every second Wednesday of the month” luncheon on January
10th, 2018, at Red Lobster, 4645 S. 76th St., time to meet - 11:45 am. Any questions,
please contact Carol Birk. See you there.

ONE MORE THANK YOU
The 2017 Bake and Craft Sale was again a success, bringing in proceeds of just under
$3,000. The Steering Committee thanks everyone who participated in any way...the
organization and selling, those who made donation of bakery and/or crafts, thanks to
those who made purchases and to those who bid on the Theme Baskets. The Commit-
tee will be meeting in January to determine how the funds will be disbursed. This in-
formation will appear in a future issue of the Monthly Martyr.
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THESE UPCOMING EVENTS

March or April, 2018 Greater Milwaukee Women of the ELCA Spring Cluster Meeting
Time and place to be announced soon.

July 16, 2018 Women of the ELCA Quilting Bee at St. Stephen the Marty
September, 29-30, 2018 Thankoffering Weekend

October 13, 2018 Greater Milwaukee Synod Women of the ELCA Convention at
St. John’s Lutheran Church in Brookfield.

November 17-18, 2018 Loose Ends Bake & Craft Sale

July, 2020 Eleventh Triennial Gathering, Phoenix, Arizona

YOUTH & FAMILY

National Youth Gathering Meeting
We will have another meeting on Sunday, January 14th following the 9:30

service in the Luther room to discuss fundraising plans for 2018 and any
other open items for the Gathering.
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YOUTH & FAMILY CON’T

SAVE THE DATE!! The Youth of SSM will be ha
@) Chili Codlf on Saturday, February 3rd at 6:00!
Please come and help us raise money for the youltl
gathering in Houston, Texas this summer.

Tickets will be $10 for adults and $5 for children (1
and under). Entertainment will be provided by Abb
Hanna and Braden Anderson.

We are also looking for volunteers to enter the competition by brining their
chili to share. Watch for further announcements in church and a sign up in
thex.

HUMAN CONCERNS

Thank you everyone who participated in the Christmas Gift Giving for
the Bay View Community Center for children and older adults who are in
need.

It is appreciated very much!

The box for the Human Concerns Coll ecti
and scarves for Unity, Faith/ Santa Fe a
of January The box is | ocated in the

We are stildl coll ecting warm adult &oat
clothing rooms ltems can be |l eft in o
We need help at our Unity Dinners (the

clean up and serving help are always ne

Pl ease contact Shirley Lieske Of73ydou ha
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JANUALI
ST. STEPHEN

Sunday Tuesday Wedn
2 3

9:00 - Me
6:30 - Ch

7 Epiphany of our Lord 8 9 10
9:30 Worship 1:00 Mon Bible Study 9:15 SSM Staff Meeting 10:15 Wc
10:45 NYG Meeting 6:45 SSM Council Meeting 11:45 Lot
5:30 Han
7:00 Sen

14 Baptism of our Lord 15 16 17
9:30 Worship 6:15 Quilters 9:15 SSM Staff Meeting 9:00 Men
5:30 Han
7:00 Sen

21 3rd Sunday after Epiphany |22 23 24
9:30 Worship 9:15 SSM Staff Meeting 10:15 We
6:00 SSM Prayer Group 3:30 Unit
5:30 Han
7:00 Sen

28 4th Sunday after Epihany |29 30 31
9:30 Worship 9:15 SSM Staff Meeting 5:30 Han

Annual Meeting 7:00 Sen
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4 5 6
n’s Bible Study 5:00 Worship
oir Epiphany Party
11 12 13
)men’s Bible Study 6:30 Confirmation 5:00 Worship
yse Ends Luncheon Class
dbell Choir Rehearsal
ior Choir Rehearsal
18 19 20
's Bible Study 5:00 Worship
dbell Choir Rehearsal
ior Choir Rehearsal
25 26 27
)men’s Bible Study 6:30 Confirmation 5:00 Worship
y Meal Class

dbell Choir Rehearsal
ior Choir Rehearsal

dbell Choir Rehearsal
ior Choir Rehearsal




NEWS & NOTES

SUNDAY MORNING EDUCATION HOUR:
We will meet on January 14th and 21th at 8 am. We will explore the topic
of baptism on the 14th and how our identity is shaped in baptism as chil-
dren of God sent into the world. On the 21st we will dive into our Luther-
an heritage exploring our roots as Lutheran Christians.

ALUMINUM CAN COLLECTION YEAR END REPORT
People who donated empty aluminum cans to SSM in 2017 should be
proud of their support to help the hungry. The selling of the cans resulted
in $212 earned from nearly 400 pounds of cans to be recycled. The money
earned was divided between the Bay View Community and Central City
food pantries.

A sincere thank you to all who contributed to this ministry in 2017.
Bob Rasmussen - Coordinator

THE H.E.L.P

The H.E.L.P. (Houston Elderly Project) Houston Project concluded in mid
November. Thank you to the SSM members, friends, Community Care,
Inc. and three Catholic Sister Orders who contributed to the accumulation
of hundreds of pounds of toiletries, toothbrushes, tooth paste, hygiene
products, disposable underwear and miscellaneous items for people in
need. Given that the immediate crisis was long passed, we sent the items
by UPS to the Salvation Army in Galveston, Texas which serves the region
including shelters in Houston. Our contact person was very appreciative of
the products we sent. A 10% reduction was given by the UPS store owner
on S. 27th St in Oak Creek.

The boxes were sent the week of Thanksgiving, quite fitting as we remem-
ber the blessings we enjoy as a prosperous and generous ecumenical com-
munity
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NEWS & NOTES CON’T

SAFE WORSHIP UPDATE

The next meeting of the Safe Worship team will be help on Sunday,
January 7th, in the Luther room, right after the 9:30 am worship service.
The meeting focus is to generate recommendations to our Council regard-
ing priorities in building security to keep our members safe. Items under
review are security cameras, key-less entry and intrusion detection. All are
welcome to attend. Team member, Mike Carchesi, will be leading the dis-
cussion. Please feel free to contact Marion Walton at 414-325-9272 with
questions or suggestions. Thank you.

FREE YARN -- MAKE HATS FOR THE HOMELESS
You may take any yarn you would like from the bin in the Gathering Area.
Knit-Wits will meet again in February 2018 at 6:30 - 8:00 pm. Please con-
tinue making hats all winter. Bring them in as you finish them. Thanks!
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NEWS & NOTES CON’T

There is still time to make a financial contribution to our partners in the Diocese of
Meru, Tanzania before the synod wire transfer on January 15th. I am lifting 3 areas of
special need:

*The Professional Education Fund — provides
college and seminary education for pastors
serving the Diocese of Meru and supports
teacher training. :

*The Nkoaranga Hospital — provides medical *
care for the Meru area. Currently installing
a needed upgrade to the electrical system to
support a new X-ray machine. Financial
support needed for administrator (who has
re-organized and improved conditions), medical/nursing staff and physical
plant.

*Mbaaseny Parish — Our partner who is paying off a high interest loan for the
roof to their new building. And an orphaned member begins secondary school

in January. Baraka Godwin needs assistance with

school fees.

The needs are great locally, in our nation and glob-
ally. Know that donations made to Meru directly
support the area of your choosing and do make a
difference. Pastors are vital to communities as they
advocate for and direct parishioners to needed re-
sources. The local hospital provides good care and
helps to reduce long travel on bumpy roads to a

more distant hospital.
Vision Clinic at the Mbaaseny Dispensary

Donations can be made through SSM with clear instructions on where the funds are to
be directed. The Greater Milwaukee Synod will be making a wire transfer of funds to
the diocese of Meru on January 15th. If you would like more information on any of
these areas please see Julie Starks or Jason Covert. Asante sana (many thanks) for con-
sidering sharing with our partners in Tanzania.

PaGce 11



JANUARY LAY PARTICIPANT SCHEDULE

DATE USHERS GREETERS ACOLTYE
Jan. 06 | Jim Palasz, Jay Rosiewski Don & Carol Manning
Jan. 07 | Jack Kalman, Bob Rasmussen, Carol Malinowski, Adam & Susan | Abby Hanna
Dan Rosterhouse, Adam Woer- | Mildren
pel
Jan. 13 |Jim Hennessy, Herb Leppien Shelly Rosenstock
Jan.14 | Bob Lieske, Troy Lisieski, Bob | Jan Miller, Nancy Mineau Emily Walker
Rasmussen, Dick Rutzen
Jan.20 |Janel Sweet, Jeff Sweet Shelly Rosenstock
Jan.21 |John Bugajski, Vic Peterson, Cathy Peterson, Faith O’Connell Kyle Mayer
Doug Winter, Tom Zuleger
Jan. 27 | Jim Palasz, Jay Rosiewski Bonnie Zgola
Jan. 28 | John Hoffman, Dennis Lucchesi, | Vic & Sandy Peterson, Randy & Morgan Schultz
Jenna Mayer,Cathy Peterson Linda Schmidt
DATE |ASSISTING COMMUNION COMMUNION
MINISTER SET UP SERVERS
Jan. 06 | Brian Stoddard Joy Kilman, Cindy Wagner Heidi Hennessy
Jan. 07 | Carole Ropel Kurt & Jenny Koeff Kurt & Jenny Koeff
Jan. 13 | Diane Moraza Denise Sanders Denise Sanders
Jan.14 | Mary Luedtke Lynda Johnson, Dana Gorecki Covert Family
Jan.20 |Brian Stoddard Bonnie Court, Bonnie Zgola Bonnie Court
Jan.21 |Bonnie Zimmermann Russ & Heidi Mayer Russ & Heidi Mayer
Jan. 27 | Diane Moraza Shelly Rosenstock Shelly Rosenstock
Jan. 28 | Isabelle Barry Cathy Peterson, Lori Salas Mike Mayer, Steve
Mayer
SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
January 7  Don & Carol Manning
January 14 John & Karen Hoffman
January 21 Dan & Jennifer Resterhouse & Mason
January 28 Patrick & Shelly Burns, Kaitlin & Billy
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CONDENSED MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 12/12/2017

President Jason Covert called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M.

Council members present were: P. Burns, J. Covert, B. Daleness, M. Kling, J. Konop,
L. Lisiecki, T. Lisiecki, N. Mineau, J. Muroni, D. Sanders, J. Schultz., L. Sweet and A.
Woerpel. Pastor Brian was also in attendance.

November council minutes were approved with corrections.

FINANCIAL SECRETARY'S REPORT:
November donations were above normal.

TREASURER'S REPORT:
A small bill from our cell tower Attorney has been paid. Benevolence disbursements are
about $9K higher than last year and checking account balance is in good shape.

Treasurer’s report was approved.

PASTOR'’S TIME:

Mimi has been adjusting well as our new Admin Assistant. Bill Bravener has requested
that Mark continue to play for all Saturday services in 2018. Two new families joined
the congregation last Sunday. Pastor would like us to have Nametag Sundays at least
once a month where we would all wear our nametags. He will also have copies printed
of the most updated Phone List.

NEW BUSINESS:

2018 Budget Review

The Executive Committee recommended that, now that the mortgage is paid off, there
should be some specific procedures for how the building funds can be used. In the past
they all went to mortgage payments but that will not be the case going forward. The
committee reviewed two options. 1) all funds would be used for capital improvements
or 2) funds could be used for any building related expenses, including utilities, etc.
The committee recommended option 1 and the Council agreed. In the future, the build-
ing funds will be tracked separate from the operating expense budget.

Council decided that the cell tower income will be removed from the 2018 operating
budget for now as there is still uncertainly about that project. Council also approved
adding $15,000 for building security measures still to be decided. This expense would
come out of the building fund dollars as it is considered a capital improvement.
Council moved that the budget expenses in the 2018 operational budget should not ex-
ceed $295,000. Budget will be finalized at the January meeting in time to share with the
congregation prior to the congregational meeting.

Annual Meeting —

All committee reports must be turned into D. Sanders by January 5. All committee
slides to be included in the Power Point presentation should be submitted to J. Covert
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CONDENSED MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 12/12/2017

by January 5. Financial reports need to be sent to Denise as soon as available to be print-
ed by January 13.

OLD BUSINESS

Staffing considerations —

Although the Council has spent time this year writing an associate Pastor job description
it was determined not to include dollars in the 2018 budget for this position. The Council
will continue to review in the coming months as we feel there is definitely a need for
another staff position.

Building Security —

The Safe Worship committee will be meeting to make recommendations on which secu-
rity measures we should pursue this year. We have allocated $15,000 for security im-
provements for 2018.

Cell Tower update — The next court hearing is scheduled for December 18.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

WORSHIP & MUSIC:

D. Sanders reported that in January there will be a change in the worship service. The
service will begin with Pastor welcoming the congregation and then the prelude will be
played. The hope is that this will allow the congregation to have some quiet meditation
time during the prelude.

YOUTH & FAMILY:
Lots of fund raising will be needed for the NYG this summer. There will be a Chili
Cookoff on February 3 and a Dessert Auction is also being planned.

FELLOWSHIP:
A. Matusiak has asked the Memorial committee for funds to purchase a new grill. They
will consider this in their next meeting.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION:
The Education Hour at 8 on most Sunday is being well attended.

STEWARDSHIP:
Wrapping up the Pledge Drive.

Next Council Meeting is Tuesday, January 9.
The meeting adjourned at 9:37 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Bonnie Daleness, Council Secretary
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US POST PAID
Non-Profit Org.
Permit No. 23
Greendale, W1

CHANGE SERVICE
REQUESTED

Place label here

Sunday Worship - 9:30 a.m. NN

(0]

(



