
 

 

APRIL òTHE MARTYR MONTHLYó  2017 

Please join us for Easter Week Worship  
Maundy Thursday, April 13th @ 7:00 PM 

 

Good Friday, April 14th  
Crosswalk beginning @ St. Thomas of Canterbury, 12:00 Noon 
Community Ecumenical Worship @ St. Alphonsus, 1:00 PM 

Good Friday Worship @ SSM, 7:00 PM 

 

Saturday - Easter Vigil, April 15th @ 5:00 PM 

 

Sunday - Easter Morning, April 16th  
@ 7:00 AM or 9:30 AM 



 

 

PASTORõS PAGE 
Hey Pastor Brian, what is the appropriate age for my child to receive their  

first communion? 

 

This is a good question.  First communion can and does happen at many different ages 
throughout congregations of the ELCA.  A guiding resource from the ELCA called the Use 
of the Means of Grace notes that, ñThere is no command from our Lord regarding the age 
at which people should beéfirst communed.ò 

 

The age at which people receive communion for the first time has varied over time.  Some 
folks have shared with me that they received their first communion at the time of their  
confirmation.  Others have received communion at fifth grade, and at St. Stephen the  
Martyr we have followed the practice of third grade as the age for first communion.  The 
Use of the Means of Grace offers some guidance about receiving the sacrament of holy 
communion as it comes from the invitation of the Lord.  ñBaptized children begin to  
commune on a regular basis at a time determined through mutual conversation that  
includes the pastor, the child, and the parents or sponsors involved, within the accepted 
practices of the congregation.ò 

 

With our church council and youth and family teams we have begun some conversation 
about communion practices, specifically the age at which first communion takes place.  I 
look forward to continued dialogue as well. 

 

At SSM, in recent years the practice has been that youth receive their first communion on 
Maundy Thursday after an instructional class.  This year we will be trying something  
Different, as we will have some instruction using a resource called Fed and Forgiven, in 
May, and children can receive their first communion on Pentecost Sunday, June 4.  Parents 
can help in deciding if they feel their child is ready at a younger age than 3rd grade.  You 
may ask, ñOkay Pastor Brian, how do I know if my child is ready to receive communion?ò 
A childôs readiness is best determined by a parent or one who knows the child well.  Here 
are a few guiding questions to consideré  

 

Has she or he been baptized? Is your child comfortable in various locations around the 
church, including the altar? Will the child extend his or her hands when asked to do so? Is 
he/she aware enough of others in the congregation and their needs to show a degree of  
respect for their communion experience? Are you as parents or caregivers prepared to help 
make this a positive process? 

 

These are just a few questions to consider, you do not have to say yes to all these before 
your child is ready to receive their first communion.  More information about holy  
communion will be shared in the weeks ahead as well as information about instruction time 
in May. 

 

This month in April we journey with Jesus to the cross and reflect on the meaning of Jesusô 
life, death, and resurrection for us.  As we remember Jesusô being a servant to all we will 
follow his example and have foot washing as part of worship on Maundy Thursday,  
April 13.  Why not step out of your comfort zone and try it?  We move forward together 
faithful friendsééééééé..Peace, Pastor Brian  



 

 

The Ash Wednesday Gospel lesson addressed the three pillars of faith which appear as 
foundational in Islam, Judaism, and Christianity all addressed under the general heading 
of ñpracticing your piety.ò The three pillars are giving alms, prayer, and fasting.  We all 
share in practicing some form of piety.  We all have rituals and practices that make us 
feel connected to our faith.  Personally, I have never really related to fasting.  The only 
fast we ever observed from my childhood forward has been not eating meat on Good 
Friday. For Bonnie and me Good Friday has meant worship (usually from Noon to 3:00) 
and in the evening, macaroni and cheese, and hot cross buns.  Prayer often takes on its 
own sets of rituals and approaches toward God, most of which become very personal 
and individualistic.  This may include the terms which we adopt as Godôs title (father,  
heavenly father, Lord, father God. . .). Giving Alms, our offerings, what we give beyond 
church to the poor and the needy or various organizations comes to be guided by  
self-chosen rules and parameters as well.  Such questions as:  What can I afford? What 
is it going to be used for?  Is that person worthy of my giving something?  Is the  
organization worthy and reliable?  I have known people for whom the question - Who 
will know Iôm giving it? - mattered a great deal? 
 
Whether consciously or unconsciously, we employ rules and parameters around our 
ñpietyò our practice, and it is to these parameters and rules that the Gospel speaks  
because they become treasured.  Jesus was never limited to mere actions, the mere doing 
of the thing; Jesus always penetrated much deeper into the regions of the heart and our 
motives.  Jesusô most profound concern was the human heart.  ñWhere your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.ò  ñDo not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal, but store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven. . .ò Jesus invites the question, ñWhere is your heart?ò 
 
As we probe the season of Lent and Passion, we are presented with Jesus the priceless 
treasure.  As we come into the season of Easter, God opens to us the true depth of that 
treasure that was given to the world wherein death itself has no power to destroy.  Jesus 
calls us beyond our limited perspective, to see beyond those things that we value and 
upon which our hearts become set, to see the treasure that in the end is the one that  
endures, our Lord Jesus Christ.  God calls us to be stewards of that gift and to use it to 
build upon in this world and the next. 
 
Glory to the Risen Lord! 
Rev. Dr. Kipp W. Zimmermann 

Stewardship:  BECAUSE OF  
GODõS GREAT MERCY  



 

 

BILL BRAVENER  
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC/DE ACON 

Thanks to our choirs who are preparing music for Holy Week and 
Easter. 
 
There will be no choir rehearsals on Wednesday, April 19.  Our  
regular rehearsal schedule will resume on April 26. 
 
A blessed Holy Week and Easter to you. See you at worship.  

 

 
 
APRILôS BIBLE STUDIES will be held on the 12th and 26th, 
beginning at 10:15 a.m.  Join us, and bring a friend, as we study 
Godôs word. 
 
 

MONTHLY ñLOOSE ENDSò LUNCHEON                  
Our monthly luncheon will be held on April 12th, at 
noon.  We ask that you sign-up on the form that will 
be posted on the kiosk.  Contact the Church Office at 
414-421-3543 with any questions. 
 
PLEASE CONSIDER THIS NEW OPPORTUNITY 
We continue to look for a new coordinator of the SSM Bake & Craft Sale, replacing 
Carole Ropel who is unable to continue in that position.  There are many individuals 
that will assist the coordinator who have many years of experience with this project.  
We will have an organizational meeting in June or early July to begin working on the 
Sale.  You will be welcome to join us.  In the meantime, please contact Carole for more 
detail at caroleropel@wi.rr.com or 352-633-6043. 
 
 

mailto:caroleropel@wi.rr.com


 

 

WARTBURG BIBLE STUDY IN MAY 
As of this writing we have not received any information regarding this annual event.  
We are anticipating that it will occur on May 17-18, 2017.  Detail will be made known 
to you as soon as it is received. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINNEPOLIS, MINNESOTA 
 

      Great reasons to attend the tenth Triennial Gathering: 
*Worship together with thousands of Lutheran women. 
*Bring home a tote bag full of fresh new ideas for ministry and action. 
*Youôll be refreshed and renewed by gathering with thousands of other women who 
share our faith. 

*Youôll meet many authors and speakers, all in one place. 
*Learn so many great new ways to promote healing and wholeness in the church, 
the society & the world. 

*Youôll make a real difference in peopleôs lives with your offerings at Closing  
 Worship, which will be divided among the Phebe Hospital in rural Liberia, 
Cherish All Children and the ongoing ministries of Women of the ELCA. 

*Make friends with thousands of bold women from around the country and around 
the world. 

*Youôll enliven your heart, excite your mind, enrich your spirit, and exercise your 
body. 

*Youôll be made ñAll Anewò at the Tenth Triennial Gathering of Women of the 
ELCA. 

 

Please contact Carole Ropel with any question or for registration forms.  You can 
also go to womenoftheelca.org for information.  



 

 

HUMAN CONCERNS  

Our last Tippecanoe Meal for the homeless was March 10.  A big thank you to all 
those who contributed.  Meals will start again on Dec. 1 when the homeless again sleep 
inside at Tippecanoe for the winter.  A reminder: socks, underwear, snacks, blankets 
and toiletries are needed all year round.  There is a box in the coat room. 

 

We are looking for volunteers for our monthly meal at Unity.  We would like to have a 
second crew to alternate every other month to give the current crew a break.  Please 
think about it.   

 

Special offering Envelope schedule for 2017: 
Ash Wednesday:  Divine Intervention 
Lent:  Outreach for Hope & Greater Milw. Synod 
Palm Sunday:  Faith Santa Fe & Lutheran Social Services (refugee settlement) 
Maunday Thursday: Southwest Interfaith 
Good Friday:  Southwest Interfaith 
Easter Sunday:  Mbaaseny Parish in Tanzania 
Thanksgiving: Hunger Task Force - Milw. & ELCA World Hunger Appeal 
Christmas: 1/3 Sunday School Animal Project 
                    1/3. Faith Santa Fe 
                    1/3 Unity Outreach 

 
 

God's Blessings/Human Concerns  

UNITY SCHOLARSHIP FOR EDUCATION  

Unity Lutheran Church is offering an opportunity for those who are members of the 
Unity Community Partnership. Applicants must be confirmed and at least 14 years of 
age.  The scholarship will be applied toward education.   

 

Share and provide evidence in reference to the following topics:  See, Do and Invite: 

 

See:  Where have you seen Jesus in this last year and how has it had an effect on your 
life? 

 

Do:  What have you personally done to help and participate in our community to serve 
others?   

 
 

Invite: When have you given witness to your faith in Jesus and invited others to join or 
participate in learning more about Jesus and serving our community? 
 
 

Submit entries to Unity Lutheran Endowment Board no later than June 4, 2017.   
Applications can be emailed to endowment @unitymilwaukee.org or mailed to 
Unity Lutheran Church C/O Unity Endowment Board, 1025 E Oklahoma Ave,  
Milwaukee, WI  53207. 

 

See the office bulletin board for additional information! 



 

 

Tales from Tanzania ï In February, I made my 3rd trip to the Diocese of Meru.  The 
idea that it ñtakes 3 cups of teaò to accomplish something occurred to me and I do feel 
this trip allowed me to really get to know our partners and spend time with them.  I was 
greeted at the airport by Elibariki and his wife, Jackie.  I had dinner at his home and 
met 2 of his children.  I also had dinner with Pastor Pallangyoôs family.   

 

Pastor Pallangyo drove me around the area, visited the two sub-parishes, worshiped at 
Mbaaseny, handed out school bags at the Canaan kindergarten, made a home visit to 
provide a SSM quilt, packed dirt into small bags to prep for tree planting, visited with 
members from Jericho and Sunday School kids at Mbaaseny, stopped at 2 schools: one 
thriving and the other just a dream.  I also talked with a lab tech and doctor at the local  
dispensary.  

 

I would love to share more details and pictures at an upcoming partnership meeting.  
All are invited, those interested in learning more, willing to provide financial assistance 
and/or ready to consider traveling to Meru to begin your own relationships.  Look for a 
date/time after Easter.  Please contact me if you are interested and want to be included 
in any e-mail correspondence.  Asante sana! Julie Starks jastarks@earthlink.net   

 
 

MISSION MOMENT  

mailto:jastarks@earthlink.net

