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Saturday------------------------------------------------------5:00 pm 
Sunday--------------------------------------------------------9:30 am 

Communion is celebrated in all worship services 



 

 

NEWS AND NOTES 

Unity Lutheran Church Scholarships 
Unity Lutheran Church has begun accepting scholarship applications. The deadline for 
submission is 06-25-16.  A 300 word essay should answer the following questions:   
  In the past year, how have you grown in your journey as a disciple of Jesus? 

How have you contributed as a leader to the mission of His church? 
Essays may be submitted by email (endowment@unitymilwaukee.org), mailed or  
dropped off at Unity, 1025 E. Oklahoma Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53207.  If you have any 
questions, please direct them to the email address. They will be answered promptly.  
 
 

Monday Bible Study, June 6 & July 4 at 1:00 p.m. 
The Book of Psalms is both poetry and prayer.  It is a book in which the reader learns 
not only what God is saying to us but also how we can address God.  The psalms, 
through poetic language, teach us how to pray.  Beginning in September, we are going 
to use Psalms: Prayers for the Heart  by Eugene Peterson for our study.  As we reflect 
on the entire book, we will contemplate one specific psalm each month. We invite you 
to join us in our exploration and discussion.  The book can be purchased on  
Amazon.com ($9.50) or,  upon request, Mary Kling will gladly order one for you.  If 
you have any questions about the group, feel free to ask Mary, Carol Birk, or Mary 
Rockstad.  We hope to see you in September.  More information will follow in August. 
 
 

Communion Bread Baking Session 
Our baking session date has been changed to Saturday, June 11 at 10 a.m.  You are  

invited to join us.  New volunteers are needed and always welcomed!   
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PASTOR’S PONDERINGS... 

Dear Friends, 

  

With our weather finally getting warmer and students finishing up school, it looks like we 
are once again on the brink of another summer.   

 

I have been preparing to run Grandmaôs marathon in Duluth, MN on June 18.  Our faith 
journey is kind of like a marathon, and not a sprint race to the finish.  Training for a  
marathon takes time, practice runs, and support.  As fellow disciples we are in a marathon 
journey so to speak.  Our faith changes over time, grows and is strengthened when we stay 
connected to God through prayer, worship, and spending time in Godôs word.  I invite you 
to think about how you can deepen your own spiritual journey.  

 

And thinking about warm days and Godôs beautiful creation, I invite you to come out to 
walk/run with our newly formed group called the Extra Mile.  The group meets to walk  
together, share a devotion and enjoy time together.  Since our newsletter this month includes 
information for June and July, the upcoming schedule is below.  We meet every Thursday 
night at 6:30pm. 

 

Thurs. June 2: Meet at Whitnall Park Shelter #8 (5879 S 92 St. Franklin) 
Thurs. June 9: Meet at Root River Pkwy near Whitnall Park 92nd St. & College Ave.  
  by Picnic Area #1, Greendale 
Thurs. June 16: Meet at parking lot along Oak Leaf Trail near 66th street & Drexel Ave. 
Thurs. June 23: Meet at SSM as we explore our neighborhood 
Thurs. June 30:Meet at Grant Park (100 E. Hawthorne Ave., Picnic area #5,  
  South Milwaukee) 

  

Thurs. July 7: Meet at Whitnall Park Shelter #8 (5879 S 92 St. Franklin) 
Thurs. July 14: Meet at Greenfield Park (2028 S. 124th Street, Picnic area #3A,  
  West Allis) 
Thurs. July 21: Meet at parking lot along Oak Leaf Trail near 66th street and Drexel Ave. 
Thurs. July 28: Meet at SSM as we explore our neighborhood. 

 

It will be an active summer with many activities, projects, and special events taking place in 
and outside of the church.  Vacation Bible school begins June 27 and nine youth and two 
adults will be heading to Louisville, KY for a mission trip.   

 

With all the usual summer comings and goings, please let me know of any particular health 
needs or situations that you might be facing during these warmer months.  If you are in need 
of a visit, give me a call or an email.  I will be more than happy to see you, in whatever  
circumstance. 

 

Thank you for all the time, service, and energy you put into the church.  I hope and pray that 
these months ahead are times of refreshment for all of us, and for the body and soul.  Enjoy 
Godôs creation.   

 

Peace, Pastor Brian 
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STEWARDSHIP…. 
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MUSIC NOTES FROM BILL BRAVENER                   
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC/ASSOCIATE IN MINISTRY 

Stewardship – Hope SPRINGS Eternal! 

 

Spring is upon us!  Everywhere we look there are signs of 
spring.  The flowers are blooming.  The birds are singing.  The 
grass is growing (and so are the weeds!)  The air smells of spring 
and the snowbirds are returning from down south.  Familiar  
faces begin to reappear at church. I love this time of year.  Life is 
good! 

 

As we dig in and work through our spring cleaning list, it might 
be time to take a step back and reflect on the gifts that God has 
given us.  Stewardship means so much more than writing a 
check every week and placing it in the basket.  We all possess  
gifts that we can share with one another.  Each of us is blessed  

     in different ways.   

 

One of the things that drew our family to St. Stephen the Martyr was the faith  
community that is alive in this church.  All of the various committees and outreach  
organizations with involvement from everyone young and old.  Teen hand bells, adult 
choir, human concerns, Christian education and the Women of the ELCA.  The list goes 
on and on.  Maybe now is the time to get involved.  How is God calling you to serve?  
Now would be a great time to fill out a time and talent survey to see how you can get 
involved.  Iôm sure Char would be more than happy to assist you!   

 

I reflect back on the words of our mission statement: 

 

ñWe come together in Word and Sacrament. That we might go to live and serve. 
In the grace of Jesus Christ our Lord.ò 

 

How is God calling you to serve?  

   

Thank you for your continuing Stewardship support.   

Summer Choir will sing on June 5 and July 3.  We will rehearse at 
9:00 a.m. and sing at the 9:30 worship service.  All are welcome.  This 
is a great way to give choir a try!  See you at worship! 
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*May baskets were delivered to SSM shut ins by Pastor Brian and some of our Human 

Concerns  members. 

 

*A joint partnership meeting was held on May 22 at St. Stephenôs along with members 
from our partner churches, Unity and Santa Fe.  

 

*We will be having a Peanut Butter/Jelly/Cereal drive for the families of Santa Fe to 
help with the childrenôs summertime needs.  Collection boxes will be located in the 
narthex, beginning the first week of June. 

 

*Summer is a good time to volunteer for our 4th Wednesday Unity Meals. Consider  
serving; as some regular volunteers may be unable to attend and/or assist during the 
summertime.  Thanks. 

 

Summer Divine Intervention/Tippecanoe needs for the homeless: 
Bug repellant    Toilet Tissue 
Socks     Unscented Small Jar Candles 
Hand Held Snacks       Underwear (Menôs Med or Lg – Womenôs Large) 
 
 

Lutheran World Relief School Bag Project 
We will once again be collecting the following items for each school bag: 
4 (70 count) notebooks; 1 pair scissors; 1 pencil sharpener; 1 12ò ruler; 5 #2 pencils;  
5 ballpoint pens; 1 eraser; 1 box of 24 crayons. 
Last year we made 230 bags.  Can we make 250 this year!  Thanks for your generosity! 

HUMAN CONCERNS 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

THE WOMENôS JUNE BIBLE STUDY GROUP will meet on June 8 & July 13 at 
10:15 a.m., with the Loose Ends Luncheon afterwards..  All are welcome.  Bring a friend 
to join us as we study Godôs word. 

 

LOOSE ENDS LUNCHEON 
June 8, Noon at Spring Gardens Café (1716 West Layton Ave),  
July 13th, Noon at Bennyôs Café (5354 So. 27th Street) 

 

SECOND ANNUAL QUILTING BEE! 
June 20, 2016, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the St. Stephen the Martyr Fellowship Hall 
Come when you can, leave when you must.  Sign-up sheets will be posted on the  
kiosk.  A luncheon will be served about 12:30.  No experience with quilting is  
necessary.  There is something simple for everyone to do.  All are welcome, teens, men 
and women.  Join us for this fun and meaningful event.  Youôll enjoy the fellowship with 
other SSM members and their guests.  Our quilts will again be displayed during our 
Thankoffering weekend at the end of September. 
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SAVE THE DATES 
Tenth Triennial Convention, July 11-13, 2017 
Gathering July 13-16, 2017 in Minneapolis, Minnesota 

 

Our Synod will elect three delegates to the Triennial Convention at the SWO  
Convention being held at Trinity Lutheran Church in West Bend on 10/15/16.  SSM 
can nominate one delegate for this election.  Elected Delegates will have their  
roundtrip travel cost paid by Churchwide, as well as their lodging and meals during 
the Convention.  If the delegate chooses to stay for the Triennial Gathering,  
July 13–16, the registration, lodging and meals will be at that individualôs expense. 

 

If you would like to place your name into nomination as SSMôs nominee, contact 
Carole Ropel by June 30, 2016.  If we have multiple numbers of interested women, 
our Steering Committee will decide who the nominee will be from SSM.  There is no  
guarantee that our nominee will be elected as one of the three delegates to the  
Triennial Convention. 

 

WANTEDé... 
An individual to represent St. Stephen the Martyr at the October 15, 2016 annual  
convention of the Greater Milwaukee Women of the ELCA being held at Trinity  
Lutheran Church in West Bend, WI.  This is a one-day event.  As SSMôs voting  
member, you will be required to be present the entire day and to attend the business 
meeting, usually held in the morning.  The $50 Early Bird registration fee will be 
paid for the selected voting member by SSM.  If you are willing to serve in this  
capacity, please contact Carole Ropel by June 30, 2016 at caroleropel@wi.rr.com or  
(262) 523- 4130 for more details.  We need to register you as soon as possible. 

SCRIP  
Scrip orders will be placed once a month during the summer months.  The summer  
order dates will be 6/12/16, 7/17/16 and 8/14/16.  Please see Lisa Lisiecki or  
Amy Billman with any questions. 

 

SUPPORTING OUR YOUTH  
Our brat sale was a success!  Thank you to everyone who supports our youth as they 
raise funds for the summer KY mission trip! 

 

As a reminder, we will be Flocking again to raise additional funds for the summer  
mission trip.  Please contact Char Guiliani to place a 'bid' or to purchase insurance.  

 

FAMILY GATHERING MEETING 
Save the date!  Our next meeting will be Saturday, August 6th. All are welcome!  
Details will be added to the bulletins in July. 

YOUTH AND FAMILY 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA (Cont.) 

mailto:caroleropel@wi.rr.com
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Jacob Malinowski 
Will be graduating from Greendale High School on June 12. In the fall, he will attend 
Yale University and is considering majoring in EPE (Ethics, Politics, & Economics.) 
 
Alyssa Mayer 
Graduated from UWW (actually in December, 2015) with a teaching degree in early 
childhood and elementary education (including special education).  She will be working 
as a kindergarten teacher in the Hartland school district this coming fall.  
  
Brenda Sweet 
Brenda is graduating from Franklin High School and plans to attend UW-Whitewater in 
the fall to study psychology.  She is also looking forward to running cross country with 
her big sister.  
 
Alaina Andersen 
Recently, Alaina was offered a contract to become a member of the Miami City Ballet.  
After at least a decade of dance and study, she has realized her dream of becoming a 
professional ballerina! 

CAVE QUEST VBS 
Following Jesus, the Light of the World!  

June 27 - July 1, 2016 
 

Dinner is served at 4:45 p.m. 
Program ends at 8:00 p.m. 

 

Registration is open for this yearôs VBS. You can pick up a registration form in the  
narthex or register online at https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/ez/ssm2016. VBS is for 
children 3 years old through those entering 6th grade in the Fall of 2016. 

 

Cost is $20 per student ($40 family maximum). Forms and payment should be placed in 
Denise Sandersô church mailbox. For questions, please call Denise Sanders at 423-0608 
or Amy Ziegert at 571-8447. 

 

COME ñROCKò WITH US! 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

OUR 2015-2016 GRADUATES 



 

 

ST. STEPHEN THE MARTYR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

                Highlights of the Church Council Meeting May 10, 2016 
 
President Eric Sanders called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M 

 

Council members present were:  J. Covert, B Daleness, J. Konop, T. Lisiecki,  
L. Lisiecki, J. Muroni, F. OôConnell, and E. Sanders. Two council nominees attended –  
M. Kling and N. Mineau. Pastor Brian was also in attendance.  

 

B. Daleness led devotions.  

 

APPROVALS:  The Apr il minutes were approved with two corrections.  

  

FINANCIAL SECRETARYôS REPORT:  Offer ings are still over  budget for  the 
year but under for the month of April. Council feels that the congregation does not  
always understand that special offerings are split between selected charities and the 
church while regular offerings go to the church as requested in their pledge. This is not a 
change in our normal process, but can be confusing to our members. 

 

TREASURER'S REPORT: Our  checking account balance is down a little but still 
in good shape. The bill for the youth mission trip to Kentucky has been paid. Need to 
decide what to do with funds for the NYG last year that were not spent. Received a  
second attorney bill for the cell tower.  Treasurerôs Report was approved. 

 

PASTOR'S TIME: Began a Run/Walk group at the church. Pastor  Richard  
Peterson will share his missionary experience after service on May 22, Met with Clergy 
of Green Corners concerning Ecumenical service project. Will be attending the Festival 
of Homiletics in Atlanta from May 16-21. Synod Assembly is June 2-4. Move to  
summer worship schedule on May 29. Will be on vacation June 13-18. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:   
Cell Tower – PI Telecom has pushed back on the rent requested in our contract.  For 
now we will hold firm but are willing to negotiate.  

 

Nominations – On Sunday, May 15, official nominations will be received and a vote 
will be taken for new council members. Installation will be June 4 & 5.  

 

Council Job Descriptions – Electronic copies have been sent out. Give any changes to 
Eric. 
 
 

CONDENSED MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING, 04/12/2016 
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OLD BUSINESS (Cont.) 
Constitution Review – Eric will send out the current constitution along with an ELCA 
recommended version. 
 
Open Facebook –Notification will be sent to the congregation before the page is 
opened to the public.  
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Handbell/Chime Repair – B. Bravener requested funds be made available for our bells 
and chimes to be sent out for maintenance and repair. Council approved. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
HUMAN CONCERNS: May baskets were made and distr ibuted to 6 homes of 
SSM homebound. There will be a PB & J and Cereal Drive for Faith Santa Fe. Tents 
and tarps were purchased for Divine Intervention from special Easter offerings. On 
May 22  at 3 p.m., there will be a Partnership meeting with Unity and Faith Santa Fe  
at SSM. 
 
YOUTH: Fund raising is continuing for  the mission tr ip. There will be a brat and 
hot dog sale after services on both Saturday and Sunday next weekend.  There will also 
be a Brewer outing on Sunday,  May 15. 
 
MEMORIAL: Work to put in drain tiles is planned for  the Prayer  Garden this 
spring. 
 
EVANGELISM: Work is being done to update the Web site. 
 
Next Mega Meeting is Tuesday, June 7.  Next Council Meeting will be delayed a week 
so that Pastor Brian will be back from vacation.  It is scheduled for Tuesday, June 21.  
 
  
The meeting adjourned at 8:58 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Bonnie Daleness 
Council Secretary 

CONDENSED MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING (Cont.) 
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*Rev.  Brian Hooper, Pastor  

pastorbrianhooper@gmail.com 

*Glenna Finco, Administrative     

Assistant  office@ssmelca.org 

*Bill Bravener, Music Director/AIM 

bravenerb@aol.com 

*Char Guiliani, Shared Ministry 

sharedministry@ssmelca.org        

*Bob Brownell, Maintenance 

*Bob De Frank, Sunday School  

Superintendent  

*Mark Breutzmann, Saturday  

Musician  

SSM WEBSITE:  www.ssmelca.org  

E-mail: office@ssmelca.org 

 ñCAVE QUESTò VBS COMING 
JUNE 27 - JULY 1ST  (See details inside) 


