
 

 

St. Stephen the Martyr Lutheran Church ELCA 

6101 South 51st Street, Greendale WI  53129; 414-421-3543 www.ssmelca.org 

Welcoming all, Worshiping God, Serving others 
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 
Saturday-------------------------------------------------------5:00 pm 
Sunday---------------------------------------------------------9:30 am 
Sunday School Hour---------------------------------------9:30 am 

 

Wednesday, November 27th 
Thanksgiving Worship ----------------------------------------7:00 pm 

 

Menõs Bible Study 
Wednesday, November 6th & 20th-------------------------9:00 am 

 

Monday Bible Study 
Monday, November 4th-------------------------------------1:00 pm 

 

Womenõs Bible Study 
Wednesday, November 13th------------------------------10:15 am 

 



 

 

PASTORõS PAGE... 
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Jambo Rafikis (Greetings Friends), 
 
Our group of seven returned to Greendale on October 17 after two 
weeks in Tanzania.  Our visit focused on building continued rela-
tionship and visiting friends.  We also did a safari at the Tarangire       
National park. 
 
The gospel of love is alive and well in Tanzania.  We worshipped 
at two locations and I shared a message at both while my words were translated into 
Swahili.  Our partner congregation is Mbaaseny (pronounced Ba-sen).  Pastor Mbise 
(pronounced M bee z) is the lead pastor. Mbaaseny is one point for worship and there 
are two preaching points called Canaan and Jericho.  Both Canaan and Jericho have 
church buildings and evangelists preach as each location.  Jericho has an awesome 
choir (pictured below in orange) and they won a singing festival which we attended. 
 
We were received at many locations including schools, a rehabilitation center, and di-
ocese office with wonderful hospitality.  Each visit it seemed like we were fed and 
some days it felt like we had 5-6 meals.  It was also great to visit some coffee farms 
and see how our Mt. Meru coffee is processed.  We will do a ñCoffee Dayò to share 
about this adventure.  There are so many stories to share of this partnership and the 
group looks forward to sharing with you.   Peace in Christ, Pastor Brian  



 

 

STEWARDSHIPé. 
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Every day is a walk with Jesus. We Christians believe life is spent in the presence of our 
Lord. Therefore, we can talk about every day as a day during which we walk with Jesus.  
Some days we feel Jesusô presence. Some days we feel quite a distance from Jesus.  Still, 
we boldly proclaim that, regardless of how we feel, Jesus is always there for us. Jesus 
walks with us every day. 
 
As we who are St. Stephen the Martyr Lutheran Church consider our financial steward-
ship over the next few weeks, you will be asked to prayerfully think about your use of 
money and possessions as a part of your walk with Jesus. This is most appropriate, be-
cause when Jesus walked this earth with his disciples, he often talked about money and 
possessions. If money was a part of Jesusô first walk on this earth, it should be a part of 
our walk with Jesus today. 
 
We believe that everything we have is a trust from God, given to us to care for and man-
age. What we do with our money is very much a part of our relationship with our Lord. 
This will be our focus in the coming weeks. 
 
For three consecutive weekends, beginning November 2-3, we will read a bulletin insert 
on our stewardship walk with Jesus. The following two weekends we will hear a temple 
talk related to the bulletin insert for that weekend.  In early November we will each re-
ceive a letter and an estimate of giving card from the congregation.  All of these commu-
nications will focus on our walk with Jesus in 2020, and how our money plays an im-
portant role in this walk.   
 
During worship service the weekend of November 16-17 we will have the opportunity to 
complete and return an estimate of giving card. On this card, each of us will indicate our 
plan for giving for the coming year. This will not only be a plan for giving to St. Stephen 
the Martyr Lutheran Church, it will also be a plan for how we will walk with Jesus in the 
coming year. 
 
Thank you for your stewardship -now and in the coming year. 
 
Your stewardship team.  
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MUSIC NOTES FROM TABITHA MOLDENHAUER  
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC  
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Organ Committee Update 
As has been shared with the congregation before, SSM formed an 
Organ Committee several months ago to look into possibly replac-
ing the current three rank Wicks pipe organ. For years, the organ 
has been having problems that require extra service calls for repairs   
beyond routine maintenance. It now needs substantial electrical 
work that would cost more than the instrument is worth. While pipe      
organs can and do last for centuries, the Wicks model currently in 
the sanctuary was designed to be used as a practice room instrument 
or in a small chapel and not built with longevity in mind. In the 20th 
century, the Wicks company and other organ builders borrowed 

manufacturing ideas from the automobile industry to mass produce small pipe organs at 
cost-effective prices. These organs served their purposes but because they were made 
with lower quality   materials than pipe organs custom built for churches, most have 
reached the end of their lives as operable instruments. The instrument may have been 
adequate in the original sanctuary space, but it was never intended to support the sing-
ing of a congregation the size of present day St. Stephen the Martyr or to play music 
beyond very simple repertoire.  
 
Pipe organs intended for churches are built as unique instruments for their space. An 
incredible amount of craftsmanship, engineering, technology, and aural skills goes into 
building a pipe organ, not to mention all the materials: wood, metal, wiring, mechani-
cals, etc. Because of this, they are expensive. A new pipe organ for our space would 
cost well over $300,000. Since a brand new pipe organ designed for our space is not a 
financially wise choice, our committee is looking at used pipe organs that are available 
in the Midwest. There are very rough guidelines for instrument size and room volume 
(cubic feet), but organ building is more art than exact science, so excluding instruments 
that have too large a footprint for a space or won't physically fit under a ceiling, most 
pipe organs can be transplanted, reconfigured, and re-voiced to fit a new space's needs 
for less than half the cost of a new instrument. As the process moves forward toward a 
decision, please feel free to reach out to the committee or myself with any questions. 
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA  

On MONDAY NOVEMBER  4th  at 6:30 pm  the KNIT WITS are  hosting a another 
PLARNING NIGHT!!! Several people are already EXPERTS at doing this HOWEVER 
donôt let that stop you from joining us.  WE sure could use some more HELP!! Never 
heard of PLARN,  thatôs ok we will show you how to take plastic grocery bags and turn 
it into PLARN (plastic YARN) for MERCY MATS (sleeping mats) for the homeless. 
Itôs EASY, FUN, and no EXPERIENCE needed at all. EVERYONE is welcome to join 
us.  We will be cutting up bags,  joining them together, and rolling them into plarn 
balls  ïthatôs it!!! (you can even pick what YOU want to do). We will NOT be crochet-
ing the mats, just doing the prep work. The ñplarn ballsò will be delivered to the people 
who make the mats. Just bring a scissors (not your fancy one). WE HAVE PLENTY OF 
BAGS ï no need to bring those!   So we PLEASE hope you consider joining us for the 
evening.  You might just meet some new people, share in some laughter (because you 
donôt have to concentrate TOO hard while doing this),  and make good use of 
those  ñplastic grocery bagsò while helping others. Many thanks to those experienced 
plarners, who are working away and to you the ones thinking about it!  Any questions 
see  or call Diane Moraza 414-281-8677 (home # ) 
 

LOOSE ENDS LUNCHEON 
The November Loose Ends Luncheon will be held on November 13, 2019 at Green Tea 
Garden beginning at 11:45.  The sign-up sheet is posted on the kiosk in the narthex.  
Contact Mary Luedtke at 414-281-5898 with any questions.  There will be NO luncheon 
in December. This fun get-together will resume on January 8, 2020. We hope you will 
join this group for their monthly luncheon.  All are welcome. 
 
 

WELCA Bake and Basket Sale 2019 
Our 2019 Bake and Basket Sale will be held November 23rd and 
24th.  If you would like to create your own theme basket, please let 
Bonnie Daleness or Julie Starks know.  We would like to expand 
our bake sale this year so if you have a favorite recipe please con-
sider donating some yummy baked goods for our sale.  Please sign 

up on the bakery sign-up sheet in the narthex if you are planning to donate. Bring your 
bakery to church either Friday, November 22nd during our Bake and Set Up Day or   
between 10th and noon on Saturday, November 23rd. Theme Baskets will be on display 
starting November 15th and bidding will begin before the 5:00 church service on Satur-
day, November 16th.  Proceeds for this event go to both local and international charities.  
Thank you so much for your support! 
 

If you can assist in preparing for the sale, please note the dates we need help: 
Create Theme Baskets  November 8 at 9:30 am 
Set out Theme Baskets  November 15 at 9:30 am 
Bake and Set Up Day  November 22 at 9:30 am  
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YOUTH & FAMILY  
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Here at St. Stephen the Martyr we are blessed to have a vibrant and active congregation 

of children. So many youth are involved in many different organizations (School, 

sports, band, choir, drama, etc.) and are often announcing events or fundraising. 

In an effort to provide an opportunity for all youth to announce their events or fundrais-

ing to the congregation we will be utilizing a table in the gathering space and a portion 

of the Youth and Family bulletin board for these announcements. We would ask that 

youth utilize these methods for fundraising or event flyers. We ask that announcements 

at the end of services be reserved for church related items. 

Please look for youth events and fundraising notices on the table in the gathering space 

and the Youth and Family board on the kiosk. 

   

E-Cigarettes have been a hot topic in the news over the 

past few months, and Oak Creek is taking steps to ad-

dress this growing public health epidemic, along with 

teen mental health and substance use.  Dare to Know, 

The Truth About Vaping, Juuling & Your Child, 

sponsored by the Oak Creek Health Department, Oak 

Creek Police Department and Oak Creek/Franklin 

School District, is scheduled for Thursday, November 

7, 2019 from 6:00 - 8:30pm at the Oak Creek Assem-

bly of God. 

WOMENõS MINISTIRES 

Womenôs Bible Study continues the study of Luke.  We are right smack dab in the 
middle of the book so if you have not been attending or have not been with us in a 
while, donôt worry, it is easy to dive right in any time.  



 

 

HUMAN CONCERNS  
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What vegetable did Noah leave off the ark? 

Leeks! 

This month we will be collecting canned vegetables for the Central City 

Food Pantry.  Thanksgiving is coming and this will help with their holi-

day meal.  Canned vegetables are necessary because many of the food 

stores in the central city do not carry a large amount of fresh produce and 

some lack transportation to larger grocery stores.  As always, any food 

items and monetary donations are appreciated. 

 

The donations of the food pantry have increased in the last few months.  This might 

sound corny, but I think our congregation is a-maize-ing!  Pamela Gustafson 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Volunteers are always needed for our Unity Soup Kitchen meals.  

If you care to help there are three different times you can volun-

teer: 3:00 pm (food prep), 4:40 pm (serving), or 6:00 pm (clean 

up). 

 

WINTER NEEDS 

Blankets, warm winter clothes (sweaters, seat shirts, long underwear), 

coats, hats, gloves are needed for both Unity and Tippecanoe. Items 

can be left in our coat room. 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS:   

 November - watch for Bay View Community Center Christmas gift giving. 

 December - Sock and underwear drive for Unity and Tippecanoe. 

 

WOW!! YOU SSM FOLKS ARE GREAT!!!   

Because of your generosity we sent out 308 school bags - Thank you! 

Thanks for once again ñPutting your faith in Actionò 

Blessings & Joy to all 
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

 
November 3rd  Susan Buchholz, Diane Moraza 
 

November 4th  Heidi Hennessy 
 

November 5th  Kurt Kreiter, Cindy Nettles 
 

November  6th Taylor Drover, Dick Kroll, Emily Walker 
 

November 8th  Cody Burgmaier, Ellen Chipman,  
   Lilly Revers 
 

November 9th  Alexandra Covert, Duncan Sanders 
 

November  11th      Ashely Herman, Lindsay Herman,  
   Taylor Herman 
 

November 12th Amy Lentz, Mason Resterhouse 
 

November 14th  Emily Raasch, Josefa Rafalski 
 

November 15th Shelley Metzler, Jacqueline Schultz 
 

November 17th Rev. Paul Bauman, Bob Billman,  
   Amy Steudeman 
 

November 20th Karen Hoffman, Ruth Urdahl, Nick Winter 
 

November 22th Amanda Leppien 
 

November 23rd Kaylee Gray 
 

November 24th Cathy Devries, Susan Mildren, Kara Nehring, 
   Sherryl Walker 
 

November 26th Mya Kling, Sandra Peterson 
 

November 27th Courtney Farrell, Diana Gastrau 
 

November 30th Nola Cooper, Gregory Kunesh, Jenna Mayer 


